English 9

Course Outline 2013-2014
Teacher:  Mrs. Allison Macfarlane
Ph. (250)-769-7343 / Email:  allison.macfarlane@sd23.bc.ca 
Materials Required:
- 3-ring binder


- loose-leaf paper for 3-ring binder

- blue or black pens

- highlighters 
- pencils, eraser, ruler

- pencil crayons
1. What is English 9?


The English 9 course is designed to promote and develop the four language skills of listening, speaking, reading, and writing.  These skills will be developed through a variety of themes such as injustice and human rights.

2. Units of Study / Themes


Students are expected to meet the Intended Learning Outcomes for each unit of study.  Failure to do so will result in an Incomplete (I) standing until these learning outcomes are met.  In the case that the student does not meet these outcomes by a specified date, the grade will be converted to a fail.


For a detailed look at the Prescribed Learning Outcomes for English 9 go to www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/ela810/elatoc.htm

Students are expected to bring a book as classes will commence each day with 15-20 minutes of silent reading.  Students will be given the opportunity to sign out a book from the library, or they may bring a book from home.


The English 9 course will include the following units:

1. Novel studies:  study various novels as a class and Literature Circle groups  

2.  Non-fiction selections

3.  Poetry:  poetic devices and literary terms, analysis,  student’s own poetry


4.  A Shakespeare Unit:  study the development of theatre and become comfortable with 
      Shakespeare’s work through the play “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”

6.  Public speaking, debate and persuasive essay writing unit
3. Evaluation


Student marks will be based on a wide variety of tasks:  assignments, projects, quizzes, tests, and other listening, speaking, reading, and writing tasks.


All work will be evaluated according to provincial guidelines, and many assignments will be evaluated according to criterion-referencing in which the student will receive the assessment criteria with each assignment.


There is also a work habit mark (G, S, N), which includes, but is not limited to, classroom behaviour, participation, homework/assignment completion, preparedness, and punctuality.

In any one term, the student can expect:




Assignments /Projects/Oral


70%




Quizzes/Tests




30%








   ____________








Total

100%

Note:  The final exam will be worth 20% of the overall grade for the course.

4.  Procedure for assignments

Note that not all assignments will be collected for formal assessment (in other words some assignments will not be for marks), however, students are expected to complete them as they are the preparation for the assignments, projects and tests that will be formally evaluated.


Late assignments:  Except in the case of serious illness, it will be expected that students hand in their completed assignments on the due date.  If a student is absent, assignments should be submitted upon return to school.  Note, that a portion of a student’s work habit mark will be based on the timely submission of assignments.

Rewriting assignments: Revision and re-submission of parts or whole assignments are encouraged for students who wish to improve marks or understanding of material.  A brief consultation with the teacher is required prior to assignment being re-submitted to ensure student understands how to best improve work.
5.  Procedure for Tests and Quizzes

Missed tests/quizzes:  If a student misses a test or quiz a time will be arranged for make up work (usually during a lunch hour).


Rewriting tests and quizzes:  

Students may rewrite all or part of tests or quizzes to improve their mark and understanding of material.  Arrangements must be made with teacher to determine a mutually suitable time for the re-write. Sometimes, an alternate task will be suggested in place of test or quiz.
6.  Extra Help:

Extra help is always available.  Students can either make an appointment with the English teacher or drop in before or after school.
7.  Classroom Expectations:

- Good manners, a positive attitude, respect others, no put-downs or bullying.

- Cellphones, Gaming Devices, etc. must be left in your locker.

- No food or drinks are permitted other than water bottles (take the bottle with you).

Work Ethic Criteria
	Good
	· You arrive on time with all of your supplies.

· You complete all of your work to the best of your ability.

· Your binder is up-to-date and organized.

· You meet deadlines and due dates.

· During class you are attentive and focused.

· You work well in individual and group situations.

· You are always willing to participate and share ideas.

· You treat your peers and adults with respect.

· You display good work habits and effort in all you do.

	Satisfactory
	· Generally you arrive on time with all of your supplies.

· Most of your work is completed to the best of your ability.

· You occasionally miss handing in an assignment on time but you are still making every effort to meet deadlines and due dates.

· Your binder is generally up-to-date, however, some improvement is needed in the area of organization.

· During class you only have occasional lapses in concentration.

· You work fairly well in individual and group situations.

· You are willing to participate and share ideas.

· You treat peers and adults with respect.

· Your attitude, behavior, and effort are generally acceptable.

	Needs Improvement
	· You frequently arrive late to class and/or are unprepared for class.

· Your binder is not up-to-date and there is a definite lack of organization.

· Your participation in class discussions is severely lacking or is inappropriate.

· Homework or assignments are often incomplete or poorly done.
· During class you are unfocused and easily distracted.

· You display behaviours that are disrespectful towards peers and adults.

· Your negative attitude, behavior, and lack of effort need to improve.


***Note:  These weightings are approximate only.








