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English 8 is a diverse course that offers students many choices. The learning outcomes can be met through a wide variety of topics, activities, and assignments.
Learning Outcomes: The shortened version

· Write and speak using correct grammar

· Collaborate with others

· Organize and present what you’ve read

· Take risks developing style and artistry

· Make adjustments for purpose and audience

· Read for understanding and sharing

· Show how what you’ve read or heard creates values and beliefs

· Show how what you’ve read or heard relates to you and the world

· Show what you know in a variety of forms
The full list of outcomes may be viewed on the Ministry of Education website at www.bced.gov.bc.ca/irp/

Course Topics:

· Novel Studies (The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton and The Fault in Our Stars by John Green)

· Literature Circles (novels selected from SD23 recommended list of novels)
· Poetry

· Non-fiction comprehension (resources: current newspaper and magazine articles)

· Writing skills: focus on “6 Traits” Ideas, Organization, Word choice, Voice, Sentence Fluency, and Conventions
· Vocabulary development
· Independent reading
Assessment and evaluation:


Basically the English 8 curriculum is divided into 3 areas:  Reading and Viewing, Writing and Representing, as well as Oral Language.  Activities and assessment will be spread over these 3 areas.  Students’ progress will be regularly updated on jupitergrades.  Students are encouraged to revise and re-submit work that will demonstrate a more successful understanding of material covered. Marks will be adjusted accordingly. English 8 does have a final exam project in June; the final grade will be 28% for each term and 15% for the final exam (subject to change).
Notebooks and supplies:
Students will be supplied with a “Lit log” notebook and a duotang. For every class students will be expected to have with them their independent novel for reading, 3 ring binder paper and a writing utensil. (Failure to show up in class with the required materials will be reflected in their work habit mark.) We will be using the laptops and the lab frequently.  Students may find it helpful to have a USB mobile storage device.  
Assignment completion and homework: 
On most days, students will be required to hand in their work at the end of class.  I will mark the work, and I will be cognizant of the fact that they had a finite amount of time.  From time to time, students will have work to be finished/ revised/prepared at home based on how much was completed in class.  Students may add to, or redo, work if they do not like the initial mark received. Resubmitted work will be marked again and the first mark deleted.  

This policy is flexible.  If the student and I decide on an alternate procedure that is suitable for an assignment, then things can be changed.  

Given that a letter grade must ONLY represent academic ability, marks are not deducted for work that is not submitted in a timely manner.  Work habits will be reflected in the N/S/G/ on the report card.  
Missed a class?

Attendance is vital.  If an emergency does occur and a class is missed, the material covered in that class must be completed.  Students should check my website and  see me as soon as possible when they return to school.  I prefer that students see me prior to the beginning of the next English class (the day before, in the morning before) not as the class starts. Missed classes and missed assignments are the most common reason for poor grades.  Students who miss three days in a row can request work through the office from all their teachers as a group.  For longer absences I will “edit” the assignments to cover key outcomes so students returning the school after a longish illness are not swamped with work. 
Contact me:

a)  allison.macfarlane@sd23.bc.ca  (tends to be the most efficient – I can usually respond within hours)

b)  CNB school phone:  769-7343   
My goal is student success.  Communication is the key to making this happen.  

